
A Dozen Great Reasons to live at The Shippon 

 

Dear House Hunter, 

If you are looking for a beautiful, newly converted, barn. A lovely home filled with 

character, warm and welcoming with a touch of luxury, The Shippon may be just up 

your street. 

I won’t describe the property in detail here because you can see the particulars online, 

but what I do want to do, is share with you …. 

The secret insider information you’ll get only from an owner -  

All the stuff the estate agents don’t tell you 

 Because they just don’t know! 

My name is Melanie Osborne and I, with my husband, Simon, and our family-run a 

specialist building company, Wrenwood Renovations, and are just completing the 

conversion of The Shippon, one of an exciting development of three very distinct and  

individual, barn conversions at Honnacotts, Bradworthy.  

The property was bought as a redundant agricultural building in March 2018 from the 

original owner Gill. Her father at one time ran the 50 acre farm, milking just twenty cows 

and made a comfortable living. The Shippon is a former cob and block built barn and was 

in a bad state of repair, needing part rebuilding, a new roof and an added extension where 

a dilapidated timber and tin barn once stood. 

So here we go, nothing added, nothing taken away. Just the facts, warts and all.   

1. The Shippon is the oldest of the three barns in this distinct and very 

individual development. The original cob sections we reckon are about 200 

years old. The later blockwork must date back some 80 or 90 yrs. The Shippon is 

a single storey barn with a new extension. It is attached to its sister barn, The Old 

Granary, on its western end. 

 
2. It’s south facing garden is easily accessible, conveniently positioned opposite the 

barn, just across the drive. 

 
Backed by a new earth bank with young mixed wild hedging planted on the top, it 
is set between the gardens of the other two barns. 
 
In the garden is your own sewage treatment plant, shared with no one else, which 
is easy to maintain needing emptying once a year or so. We can give you the name 
of a good chap who could do that for you. 
 
Also buried underground is your gas tank, that’s the green lid you can see in the 
garden. This negates the need to hide an ugly beast above ground and means more 
space in your garden. 



 
There will be a brand new 6ft x 8ft garden shed ready and waiting for your mower, 
bikes etc. and it comes with a complimentary bag of local logs for your wood 
burner too. 

 
In the garden, there’s plenty of space to have a paddling pool, sit in the sun, grow 
some veg, flowers, shrubs whatever takes your fancy. 

 
3. Position – The Shippon faces North with views across the gardens and fields to 

Crosspark farm and the countryside beyond. 

Lots of light floods in through the many roof lights in the vaulted ceilings in the 
south, north and east elevations of the roof. 

 
4. The kitchen and living room 

You enter the barn through the kitchen which has a high vaulted ceiling and A 

frame constructed from reclaimed timber and also a sunny rooflight. 

The floor is a traditional resilient, slate tiled floor that is easy to mop over and 

keep clean. The work surfaces are also tough, real slate which tie in with the 

natural barn feel. 

 

The kitchen has an integrated, dishwasher, a double electric oven and gas hob.  

There’s also an area left for one of those large, very useful freestanding 

fridge/freezers if that’s something you like to use. 

 
Living room As the kitchen moves into the living room, the floor changes to 
engineered oak planking. Easy to maintain with a vacuum and wipe over with a 
damp mop. 
 
Another A frame brings character and interest to the vaulted room. 

 

There is a lovely big built-in double cupboard for storage with solid oak doors and 

frame. 

 

And a traditional wood burner sitting on a slate hearth for ambience and a cosy 

feel on those cold wintry days, when you just want to tuck up inside. 

 

 
A note about heating… underfloor heating runs throughout the house heated by 
a gas combi boiler, a bigger beast than specified to ensure you have lashings of hot 
water.  

              Also all three bathrooms have electric towel rails. 
 
The heating can be controlled in different zones and from a distance by your 
mobile phone.  
Underfloor heating warms the place up beautifully and is toasty warm for your 
toes.  
 

 



5. All the bedrooms have their own ensuite bathroom. Two of the ensuite 

bathrooms have windows whilst the other has down lighters that fill the room 

with light.  

Each has a lovely easy to use and keep clean, walk-in tiled shower. A simple glass 

panel. Two of the showers have an additional piece of glass that moves on a hinge 

to keep any splashes in. These new modern showers are so much nicer than the 

old cubicle showers. All have a wonderful, large drencher heads as well as  

handheld heads.  

The most western ensuite also has a bath for when you need a real soak. 

6. The Shippon is not one of those squared up barns that feels like any other new 

building. Even the new sections and extension are built with soft corners and 

edges and have added beams to give interest. 

We work with old barns not on them. May sound a little crazy, but if you listen to 
them, you end up with a gentle, warm and welcoming property filled with 
character.   
Converted with beams in the vaulted ceilings, oak lintels above windows, wide 
slate sills, inside and out, the soft walls. 
 
The original walls are not square in any way and the door reveals follow any 
curves. There are no harsh corners. It’s all very easy on the eye and makes for a 
lovely comfortable home. 
 
And old and new work well together. So along with all the character there are the 
modern conveniences too, the heated towel rails; simple, yet beautiful, bespoke, 
oak and slate basins stands; simple glass showers and the shaker style cream 
kitchen, with its polished, resilient, slate work surfaces, along with loads of 
storage space, and integrated appliances.  
 
Incidentally all walls are painted a natural off white to complement all colour 
schemes. 
 

 

7. And Speaking of Storage a barn it may be, but still has masses of storage from 

the separate utility room and its many cupboards to the large full height double 

cupboards in the hallway and living room, the built in double and single 

wardrobes in two of the bedrooms,  and a high double storage cupboard in the 

western bedroom. 

All cupboards are fronted with solid oak doors and frames. 
  

8. Woodwork and Flooring… The internal doors are all solid oak, traditional ledged 

plank doors with hand forged pewter ironmongery. 

 
The windows are bespoke and craftsman made in wood, again with pewter 
handles and stays. 
 



In the living room oak, engineered wood flooring is easy to maintain and looks 
beautiful.  

 

The timeless, natural, slate floor in the kitchen also runs into the utility room and 

into the hall way. 

 

Natural coloured carpets run through the bedrooms.  

 

The bathroom floors although look like natural slate, are actually a porcelain slate 

which is not slippery, when wet, so much safer for bathroom areas. 

 

9. Neighbours. Always good to know who your neighbours are. As mentioned Gill 

who originally owned the barns and whose family ran the farm for generations, 

now lives further down the coast and rents out the large Honnacotts farmhouse, 

now split into two properties and which sits behind The Shippon. 

The Tamar clay pigeon shoot office used to be based here and is still recognised 

on google, though not based here anymore and I notice their web site is 

unavailable. 

Not sure if they have moved elsewhere or closed.  I hope not as they gave many 

folk a fantastic day out shooting at clay targets and they had great reviews on trip 

advisor. 

Anyway, the few times we have seen the neighbours, they have been friendly and 
accommodating during the very disruptive period we’ve been converting there.  
It’s been good to be able to help them out with firewood and help Gill with repairs 
to her floor.  
 
The Shippon is in a great position, in the country, on edge of the village with views 

across fields, yet not isolated, and is an easy, level, five minute walk to the square 

with all its facilities. 

 

10. Beyond the boundaries, at the end of the garden, to the north and east, there is a 

field of several acres that reaches over to Cross Park farm. The west side adjoins 

The Old Granary. 

 

To the south of The Shippon is Honnacotts farmhouse’s drive where you have right 
of access to the back of the barn for maintenance. 

 
11. Driveway and Parking… The shared access, gravel drive has allocated parking 

for two vehicles, for each property, at the Eastern end of The Shippon. There is 

also plenty of space to pull up on the drive outside The Shippon for loading and 

unloading your car, whilst other can easily drive past. 

 
12. Location wise…. well… what can I say? The Shippon is set in lovely Devon 

countryside, on the edge of the village so you have the security of knowing you’re 



not alone or isolated. There’s always somebody there to keep an eye on your house 

when you’re away.  

 
It’s certainly made the conversions easy, with no security issues.  

                 
Take a right out the private drive and you will be heading to the A39, the coast 
road which will take you further into North Devon or into Cornwall. 
Take a left out of the drive and literally less than a one minute in the car, you are 
in the village square.  If you choose to walk it’s gentle, level walking and it will take 
you five minutes or so. Great to cycle too.  
 
As for the village itself, it’s fantastic. I don’t think I’m biased either, having lived in 
the vicinity for the last 17 years. 
 
Self-contained, with a great old fashioned surgery with dispensary chemist, two 
separate vets who are lovely, we have been with Penbode vets, in the middle of 
the square, for over thirty years. 
Then there’s the butcher, all local meats, they do some fantastic sausages; 
Balsdons, the general store where old Mr. Balsdon still works in his eighties; The 
post office and Costcutter is always open for anything you need. 
A carpet and furniture shop, and of course the locally famous Martins, who stock 
everything you can think of from bird seed, toys and crockery to sofas and wood 
burners,  it’s an extraordinary Aladdin’s cave of an experience to visit. 
And then there’s the well-respected garage, Wickets, for petrol, tyres and repairs 
as well as DFM motors who are great mechanics too. 
And it goes on… 
Hairdresser, garden machinery sales and repairs etc. 
 
Of course there is the highly praised Bradworthy Primary Academy School and the 
lovely welcoming old Bradworthy Inn, set in front of the Church.  A very handy 
distance if you need to walk home, late of a night after a tipple or two :-).  
 
There are in fact two churches, the Baptist and Methodist church and a bespoke 
new village hall. 
 
Oh and a football field. 
 
And most is set around the square where there is masses of parking.  
 
In fact Bradworthy boasts the largest village square in the county! 
 
I haven’t even started on the many various clubs, groups and events that are all 
part and parcel of a thriving country community.  History society, choir, walking, 
keep fit, badminton etc. etc. 
 
There is a great village newsletter which lists all the village happenings and it’s 
available from any of the local shops. 
 
And I mustn’t forget the excellent fish and chip van that visits twice a week as well 
as the mobile library. Both park up in the square. 

 



Holsworthy is the nearest town, 15 mins drive away. There you have Waitrose, 
Mole Valley Farmers stores (for all gardening, tools and country stuff), a 24hr M&S 
garage, Holsworthy community college, swimming pool, a weekly traditional 
farmers market and loads more. 
 
Bude 20 mins drive is the nearest coastal town with fantastic beaches, surfing, 
walking, canal, shopping and yearly jazz and beer festivals. 
 
Bideford and Barnstaple are 25 and 40 minutes respectively away for shopping, 
access to trains, coaches et cetera. 
 
M5 is accessed via Exeter or Tiverton both equidistant at just over an hour away. 
 
Newquay Airport is just 1hr 20mins away and is extending its range of flights 
each year with now regular year round flights to Spain and Portugal. 
 
Bradworthy is perfectly placed in easy reach of all of North Devon and North 
Cornwall as well as mid Devon. 
 
 

Legalities…  

 
The drive already mentioned is shared access with the three houses on the 
development so must be kept clear for cars to pass. 

 
The drive is owned by one property and maintenance will be a top of gravel every 
five years or so. That will be one lorry load of chips, cost divided between the three 
properties.  I expect it will work out roughly £150 for each property to contribute 
to the load. 
 
Two allocated parking spaces are owned by each property with one car parking in 
front of the other. 

  
The only shared drainage is to the soakaway from the septic tanks which runs into 
the field, to the North, beyond the development. 
And there is also a soakaway in The Old Granary garden that takes drive water and 
rainwater. 
 

I think that’s everything. I have tried to give you as clear a description as I can, but if there 

is anything else at all you would like to know, please feel free to contact me on 

melanie@wrenwoodrenovations.co.uk   or   07791258402 

Wishing you all the best in your house hunting. 

 

Melanie 

P.S. If, after reading all my longwinded woffle above, you are still interested, you may like 

to have a look at how the project started and its progress to date, logged and followed on 

several 2min weekly videos .  In fact 41, to date so far.  



You can catch them on YouTube by searching…. 

Wrenwood Renovations Honnacotts 

Hope they are of interest. 

 


